
Bio 

 

Hello, I’m Josh Barrett and I’m running for Councillor At-Large. I live in Conception Bay South with 
my wife, Kelsey, our 2-year-old daughter, Layla, our Dalmatian Penny, as well as our cat Leo. We 
moved to Conception Bay South five years ago because we wanted to raise our young family in 
a community where we can access both rural and urban amenities, supports to raise a family, 
and be closer to the ocean. I’m involved in a few local projects and I’m looking forward to furthering 
my engagement in the community. 

My background is in part why I feel like I would be a suitable councillor in Conception Bay South. 
For the past 8 years, I have been working in research and policy, first with Memorial University 
and then with the Provincial Government, with my current role pertaining to climate change 
adaptation. Part of my job involves identifying problems, researching and developing public policy 
solutions, and working with residents, stakeholders, and the general public to find a particular 
solution that works. I look forward to the potential of continuing this work if and when elected to 
council. 

I’m also currently completing my PhD in Rural Studies at the University of Guelph, where my 
research is focused on economic development opportunities for rural local governments. I believe 
we have a great deal of opportunity for sustainable development in Conception Bay South, and 
this experience can assist in developing solutions that work for our community. 



To learn more about me and my platform, visit my website: www.joshbarrett.ca. 
 
Questions 
 
1. How will you help the business community and reduce red tape in your municipality? 
 
The Town of Conception Bay South needs an economic development strategy to guide our 
decision-making process. The town has done a fine job in developing infrastructure to allow 
residents and commercial operators to come and have access to amenities and highways. I feel 
moving forward, we need to be more direct and strategic with our economic development 
initiatives, and particularly how we support our business community. If we can create a plan, we 
can really leverage the assets we have in our community (commercial and industrial parks, 
coastline, infrastructure) and make a path forward to increase the commercial tax base of the 
town. 
 
To do this, it’s pivotal we talk to local businesses and organizations on how we can best support 
them. I believe we need to rethink our governance process; instead of simply conduct 
consultations about particular strategies or plans, let’s actively partner with organizations like the 
Chamber of Commerce to develop a final product that works for our residents and commercial 
operators. Planning regulations and approval times are currently a bottleneck for many new and 
existing businesses – I hope by partnering with the local business community we can identify 
further ways to reduce the red tape for businesses in Conception Bay South and make it a 
community known for economic and social prosperity.  
 
2. As we continue to see the impacts of the pandemic, what can the municipality do to help 
businesses recover and grow? 
 
COVID-19 has had a devastating impact on people, businesses, and our community as a whole. 
It has brought a host of challenges but forced us to develop creative solutions. As we continue to 
see the impacts of the pandemic and beyond, we have an opportunity to evaluate what we have 
done in the past and whether it’s been meeting the goals and objectives we envisioned it would. 
 
If elected to council, I’m interested in working pre-existing trends evident in our community into 
the recovery planning. For example, compared to adjacent communities, Conception Bay South 
has a very low commercial tax base. This was further exacerbated during COVID-19 when many 
of our local commercial operators were unable to reach their full capacity due to the pandemic. 
To recover, it’s time for us to see why we’ve been lagging behind all this time, and what we can 
do about it. A number of ideas would be outlined in the economic development strategy, but could 
include incentives for local businesses such as access to land, lower taxes, rebates, use of 
infrastructure, use of town equipment and resources, among others. 
 
3. What are you, as an elected official, going to do to help attract investors and new businesses 
to the area? 
 



One of the lagging areas for business development in Conception Bay South is the Gateway. If 
I’m elected, one of the first things I plan on doing is to get information on all initiatives that have 
led to the development of the Gateway to date, such as what offers we made to companies, and 
why they chose not to follow through. I believe we need to reconceptualize what the Gateway 
could look like. This could involve building on existing infrastructure up there, such as the arena, 
or establishing an indoor performance space, attracting more restaurants, or establishing other 
community facilities. 
 
In terms of attracting new business, it’s clear there needs to be further incentives in place. My 
hope is by pursuing an economic development strategy and engaging residents and other 
partners, we can develop the Gateway as being a competitive advantage for businesses. I see 
providing tax breaks and land to startup businesses, or other local ‘made in Conception Bay 
South’ businesses to help get them off the ground. But first is to understand why other attempts 
have failed in the past and how we can improve it. 
 
4. If elected, what specific infrastructure changes, policies or strategies would you propose 
implementing to mitigate the impacts of climate change in the next four years? 
 
For the past few years, I have worked in the field of climate change. I believe there are a number 
of areas where we can help mitigate the impacts of climate change in the next four years. 
 
Businesses in Conception Bay South are already seeing the impacts of climate change. Increased 
sea level rise and storm surge impacts boat tours, the fishery, and other businesses that use our 
harbours. We’re projected to experience more frequent storms like Hurricane Larry, which will 
damage existing infrastructure, whether it’s asphalt, buildings, water and sewer infrastructure, 
among others. We need to protect our community from road washouts, flooding, and other 
infrastructure damage. 
 
If elected, I’m interested in putting a climate lens on the decision-making processes of the town, 
especially as it pertains to economic and infrastructure development. I don’t think hiring more staff 
is necessarily always the answer, but currently the Town of Conception Bay South doesn’t have 
a manager dedicated to environmental issues. An environmental manager can work with other 
departments and help ensure that the decisions we make incorporate environmental and climate 
change considerations. Some practical considerations I would take into account if elected is not 
building new infrastructure in areas at risk for flooding (or a clear plan to alleviate these risks), 
ensuring town infrastructure is energy efficient, transitioning town fleet to become more fuel 
efficient/electric, among others.  
 
I strongly believe that accounting for climate change and pursuing sustainable economic solutions 
is the way forward for Conception Bay South. 
 
5. What value do you see in supporting an active Chamber of Commerce for the area? 
 



Organizations like the Chamber of Commerce are instrumental in supporting local businesses by 
providing learning opportunities, knowledge exchanges, resources as well as networking 
opportunities both inside and outside Conception Bay South. I believe a strong Chamber of 
Commerce is a sign of a strong business community. I look forward to working with the board and 
staff with the Chamber of Commerce if and when I am elected to council. In the interim, if you 
have specific ideas on how Council could support your business and the Chamber of Commerce, 
I’d love an opportunity to speak with you. 
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